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Apostles is shown at Home, at the Lateran ; a second is 
at Aix-la-Chapelle, and a third at St. Corneille de Com- 
piegne. Two at least of these must be a gross imposture ; 
and whether the third be a bit more faithworthy may well 
require proof somewhat more satisfactory than those usually 
produced in defence of such exhibitions. 

Here we must pause for the present, and merely ask 
our readers, in sober earnestness, whether, if these things 
be so, such a mass of imposture can be accounted for, 
consistently with the belief that the Church which sanc- 
tions and permits such things is the best, and most faith- 
worthy, and safe guide into all truth ? 



BREVIAEIUM EOMANUM. 
No Christian Church can employ a more effectual 
instrument to fashion and mould the minds of her mem- 
bers, than the form of prayer and worship which she 
sanctions for daily use. The Church of Home has not 
neglected thi3 powerful means of fashioning the modes of 
thinking of her people ; and the Breviary, or clerical Prayer 
Book of the Roman Catholic Church is an unerring test 
of the standard to which she wishes to reduce the minds 
and hearts of her clergy, from the highest dignitary to the 
most obscure priest. 

For the sake of those who are not familiar with the 
Service Books of the Church of Bome, we may premise that 
by the " Breviary" is meant the volume or volumes con- 
taining an abridgment of the divine offices appointed for the 
several canonical hours of each day during the course of 
the year. The first conception of thus abbreviating the 
long services usual in the earlier ages of the Church, has 
been traced to Pope Gregory VII., who flourished in 
the second half of the 11th century. This Pope, we are 
told,* being overwhelmed by the multiplicity of important 
affairs in which he was engaged, found it necessary to cur- 
tail the long services or courses which had hitherto been 
customary ; and, accordingly, drew up such a " Bre- 
viary" or abridgment, for his own chapel at Bome. 
This example was followed by the Franciscan and Do- 
minican Orders, and by the bishops of various dioceses ; 
so that, within no long interval of time, almost every 
diocese and monastery had its own Breviary, compiled 
and arranged according to the particular inclinations 
and judgments of those who drew them up. The eminent 
Roman Catholic ritualist, Zaccaria, enumerates more 
than one hundred and fifty different Breviaries which 
were in use in the West prior to the Reformation.f 
The particular Breviary, however, which we propose to 
consider is not that of any obscure diocese or monastery, 
but that sanctioned and approved, at the present day, at 
Rome itself. And the value which the Church of Rome sets 
upon the Breviary may be known from the strictness with 
which she demands the perusal of it. Whoever enjoys 
any ecclesiastical revenue ; all persons, of both sexes, who 
have professed in any of the regular orders; all sub- 
deacons and priests, are bound to repeat, either in public 
or private, the whole service of the day, out of the Bre- 
viary. The omission, indeed, of any one of the eight por- 
tions of which that service consists, is declared to be a 
mortal sin — i.e., a sin that, unrepented of, would be suffi- 
cient to exclude from salvation. We have reason, also, 
to believe, that in some places, at least, the person guilty 
of such an omission loses all legal right to whatever por- 
tion of his clerical emoluments is due for the day or days in 
which he neglected that duty ; and cannot be absolved till 
he has given the forfeited sums to the poor, or redeemed 
them by a donation to some other religious object. With 
such sentences and penalties, it may well be believed, that 
no part of the priestly duty is performed with more scru- 
pulous exactness ; and, as we are assured, the task can 
scarcely be performed, even with the most rapid enunci- 
ation, in less than about one hour and a half daily, it follows 
that if a Roman Catholic clergyman is unable, from press of 
other duties, as is not unfrequently the case, to devote more 
than that portion of his time daily to reading, his Church, 
virtually, places him under a practical necessity of deriving 
nearly his whole knowledge from the Breviary. 

Valuable, indeed, should be the contents of such a pri- 
vileged volume, if we trust the authority which thus para- 
mountry enforces its perusal ; and in it we may fairly look 
for the true extent of the pious belief to which she would 
train that portion of her flock, and the true stamp of those 
virtues which she boasts of as her models of Christian 
perfection. 

We have now before us the " Bretiaricm Romancm," 
published in Dublin, by Richard Coyne, printer and 
bookseller to the Royal College of Maynooth, in 1845, 
with the license and approbation, under his hand and 
seal, of the late Most Rev. Dr. Murray, dated 6th 
July, 1845 ; and which purports, in its title-page, 
to be published by the order of Pope Pins V., accord- 
ing to a decree of the Sacred Council of Trent, and 
afterwards sanctioned by the authority of Popes Cle- 
ment VIII. and Urban VIII. We intend, in our 
next number, to give a little more of the history of 
this remarkable book. Our present business is rather 
with the nature of its contents ; and, as it would be im- 
possible to give an adequate idea of them in one number, 
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we propose to continue the subject uatil our readers are 
fully acquainted with them ; and shall at present only 
present them with a few brief extracts, without much regard 
to classification or even order, giving, however, as usual, 
the exact references to volume and page, as we have been 
accustomed to do in our columns. 

It may facilitate our readers in finding the passages, to 
state that the work is in four vols, or parts, corresponding 
to the four seasons of the year — pars Verna, pars Estiva, 
pars Autumnalis, pars Hiemalis —which we shall specify 
with the pages from which our extracts are taken. 

On 26th May, the Feast of St. Philip Neri, Confessor 
(pars Verna, p. 554-5), the 4th, 5th, and 6th lessons contain 
the history of that saint ; and all faithful priests are en- 
couraged to cultivate the love of God, by believing what is 
therein narrated ; first praying solemnly that God would 
mercifully grant that they might profit by the example of 
his virtues (we give the prayer itself in the note).* 

After narrating that St. Philip was born at Florence, and 
had betaken himself to Rome, where he instituted the con- 
gregation of the Oratory, the 5th lesson proceeds thus : — 

" Wounded by the love of God he continually languished ; 
and with such ardent love did his heart beat, that, when it 
could no longer be contained within its boundaries, the 
Lord miraculously enlarged his bosom, by breaking and 
raising up two of his ribs ! Moreover, when performing 
the sacred offices, or fervently praying, he was sometimes 
seen lifted up into the air, and shining on all sides with a 
wonderful light !"t 

That he was rescued from a pitfall by an angel (as the 
narrative goes on to state), and was favoured frequently 
with apparitions of heavenly spirits, and even of the 
Blessed Virgin herself, or that he 8aw several souls 
surrounded by splendour ascending into heaven, or that, 
having restored many sick and dying people to health, 
he actually recalled one dead man to life, will probably 
seem but commonplace and everyday occurences in com- 
parison with the previous story, about the love of God 
having broken his ribs ; or (what is related with equal 
gravity) that, in consequence of having preserved the 
most spotless purity, he arrived at so refined a sense 
of smell, that he could even distinguish those who pre- 
served their chastity by their odour ! and, of course, 
detect others "exjatore." We give the original Latin 
verbatim in the note. J 

On 19th October, the Feast of Peter of Alcantara 
(Pars Autumnalis, p. 402-3), the lessons are equally 
edifying : — 

" The love of God and his neighbour diffused in his 
heart, after some time excited in it such a burning 
flame, that he was obliged to break out from the con- 
finement of his cell into the open fields, to moderate, by 
the coldness of the air, the burning heat engendered in 
it !§ He was frequently seen suspended in the air, 
and shining with a wonderful effulgence ! He passed 
over rapid rivers without wetting his feet ! A staff 
fixed by him in the ground immediately grew up into 
a flourishing fig tree ! While he was making a journey 
by night, in a heavy fall of snow, he took refuge in a 
ruined house without a roof, but for him the snow 
remained suspended in the air, and acted as a roof, that 
he might not be smothered by it !"|| 

The manner of his passing the rivers is not particu- 
larly stated, but we may assume it was in the orthodox 
fashion of other saints, of whom we read in the same 
volumes. For instance, we find that (2nd April, Pars. 
Verna, p. 466) St. Francis de Paulo crossed the Strait of 
Sicily on his own cloak, taking another monk as a pas- 
senger!!^ So also St. Raymond de Pennafort (23rd 
January, Pars. Hiemalis, p. 476), who, being about to 
return from the island of Majorca to Barcelona, spread 
his cloak upon the sea, and performed the voyage of a 
hundred and sixty miles in six hours, finishing by enter- 
ing his monastery through the closed doors !* * So, also, 
St. Hyacinth, the Pole, ferried over, in like manner, on his 
cloak, a number of his companions across the flooded 
Vistula. — (16th August, Pars. ^Estiva, p. 572).ft 

St. Andrew Avellini (10th November, Pars. Autum- 
nalis, p. 450) seems to have been an equally useful travel- 

* " Dens, qui beatnm Phillppum confessorsm taum Sanctorum 
tuorum gloria sublimasti : concede propitiua, ut cujus solemnitate 
lsetaniur, ejus virtutura proficiamus exemplo — Per Dominum." 

t "Charitate Dei vulneratus languebat jugiter: tantoque cor ejus 
sestuabat ardore, ut, cum intra fines suos contineri non posset, illiua 
ginnm, confractis atque elatis duabus costulls,mirabi]iter Dominus atn- 
pliaverit. Sacrum vero faciens, aut ferventius orans, in aera qtianiio- 
que sublatus, mira uudique luce fulgcre visus iuit." 

t " Virginitatem perpetuo i Uibataui servavit : idque assecutus eat, nt 
eos, qui puritatem colerent ex odore ; qui vero secus, ex fcetore dig- 
nosceret." 

§ " Charitas Dei et proxlmi in ejus oorde diffusa tantum quandoque 
excitabat incendium.ute cells anguatiis in apertum campum prosilire, 
aerisque refrigerio conceptum ardorem temporare cogeretur." 

II '' In aera frequenter sublatus, miro fulgore corruscare visus est. 
Rapidos nuvios sicco pede trajecit. Bacillus, ab ipso terrae denxus 
mox in viridem ficulneam excrevit. Cum noctu iter agerer, densa 
nive cadente, dirut&m domnm sine tecto ingreasivs est, eiqne nix in 
aere pendula pro tecto fuit, ne illius copia suffocaretur." 

V A nautis rejectus, Sicilian fretum strato super nuctibus pallio cum 
socio transmisit." 

** u Multa patravit miracula, inter qua? illud clarissimum, quod ex 
insula baleari Major! Barcinonem reversurua, strato super aquas pallio, 
centum sexaginta milliaria sex horis confecerit, et sunm coenobium 
januis clausis fuerit ingressns." 

tt '* Inter qu%(miracula)illadinsigne,qnodVandalnmflaviumprope 
Visogradum aquia reduuuantem, nullo navigio nsus trajecit, SQCUS 
qupqae cxpanso super uadas pallio •raductii" 



ling companion in his own way ; for, returning home one 
tempestuous night, after confessing a sick man, when 
the rain and wind had extinguished their torch, not only 
neither he nor his companions were the least wet, but the 
whole company had the advantage of seeing their way 
in a pitch dark night by the radiance of the saint's per- 
son.* 

St. Stanislaus, of Cracow, seems also to have 
possessed this/t^/tl-e-mittuijrquality. After performing the 
remarkable miracle referred to in our October number, 
p. 118, of raising up a man who had been dead three years, 
as a witness, to prove that he had purchased certain 
lands, poor St. Stanislaus was barbarously murdered by 
the king, who was his enemy, and seems to have been too 
hardened to profit by this great miracle ; and his body 
was quartered, and scattered about the fields. The wild 
beasts would have made a repast of the holy relics, 
but for the watchfulness of some eagles, who never 
allowed any of them to touch them, until the Canons of 
Cracow, led by the light thrown out by the scattered 
limbs, collected them the ensuing night ! The most 
wondrous part of the tale remains, however, to be told, 
for the different parts of the body, when properly ad- 
justed together, suddenly united as closely as kindred 
drops, and not a mark was left of the effects of the 
knife ! t What a pity it was that poor Stanislaus 
derived no benefit from" all those marvellous interposi- 
tions ; for though his body was so wonderfully put 
together again, he seems to have been past resuscitation 
himself, though, to make up for it, o/(er his death he did 
many miracles, no doubt equally faithworthy as those 
so particularly narrated,— (7th May, Pars. Estiva, 
p. 321-2.) 

This recalls to our mind the miraculous joining toge- 
ther of the links of the chain of St. Peter, recorded in 
the Breviary lessons for the feast of St. Peter ad Vin- 
culo.— {lit August, Pars.^stiva, p. 503.) 

Eudocia, the wife of Theodosius the younger, being 
on a pilgrimage to Jerusalem, received as a present the 
chain with which St. Peter was said to have been bound 
in prison, when he was liberated by the angel. This 
chain, set in jewels, was forwarded by the pious empress 
to her daughter, then at Rome. The young princess, 
rejoiced with the gift, showed the chain to the Pope, 
who repaid the compliment by exhibiting another chain, 
which the holy Apostle had borne under Nero ; but no 
sooner had the Pope brought the two chains into con- 
tact, than lo ! it came to pass, that the links at the eud 
of the two chains miraculously became joined together, 
and had all the appearance of a single chain wrought by 
the same artificer.'! 

The Pope, no doubt, at once claimed the whole, 
which is still to be seen as one of the standing miracles 
at Rome, and is occasionally held out as one of the in- 
ducements to the faithful to visit the holy city. 

A somewhat similar miraculous conversion of pro- 
perty is recorded of another pontiff, Pope St. John.—. 
(27 May, pars. Verna, p. 558.) 

His Holiness being on a journey, near Corinth, and in 
want of a quiet and comfortable horse, borrowed one 
which the wife of a certain nobleman used to ride. The 
animal carried the Pope with the greatest docility, and 
when the journey was over, was honorably returned 
to its master. So wicked had the horse become, how- 
ever, that he always afterwards threw his mistress, " as 
if," says the Breviary, "feeling indignant at having to 
carry a woman, since the Vicar of Christ was on hia 
back 1" It is needless to add, that the horse was sub- 
sequently presented to his Holiness as unfit to be ridden 
by a less dignified personage.§ 

Such are a few of the edifying and instructive *' lessons" 
which every Roman Catholic priest is bound to read 
daily under pain of mortal sin, and taught to pray that 
he may emulate. Might we not venture to ask, if our 
readers can believe, that any intelligent or educated 
priestinthe nineteenth century, can sincerely give credit 
to such old wives' fa&les ? and if they do not believe 
them, Ante long will they submit to the humiliating in- 
dignity of reciting with their lips what they dis- 
believe in their hearts ? 

Will it be, until their intelligent and educated flocks 
gain courage enough (as the day is coming when they 
will) to ask them plainly whether they believe such 
things to be truths or falsehoods? 

* " Cum enim intempesta nocte ab audita regfi confessionc domum 
rediret, ac pluviae ventorumque vU praslucentem facem extinxlsaet, 
non solum ipse cum sociis inter effusi$simos imbres nihil madefactus 
est j verum etiam inusitato splendore, e suo corpore mirabiliter 
emicante, sociis inter denslssimas tenebras iter monstravit." 

t " Postremo implus rex sacerdotem Dei, hostiam immacnlatam ad 
altare offerentem, suamauu obtroncat: corpus membratim conciaum, 
et per agros projectum, aquilas a feris mirabiliter defendunt. Mox 
Canonici Cracovienses sparse membra noctnrnt de coelo splendoris In- 
dicio collignnt, etsuislocis apte disponunt; quae aubito ita inter se 
copulata sunt; ut nulla vulnerum vestigia extarent. Multis prwterea 
miraculis servi sui sanctitatem Deus declaravit post ejus mortem." 
J " Cum igitur Pontifex Romanam catenam cum ea, quae Hierosolymis 
allata fuerat, contulisset; factum est, nt illee inter se sic connecterentnr, 
nt non duse, sed una catena ab eodem artifice confecta esse videretur. 
Quo miraculo," &c. 

§ ,l Nam cum ei nobilia vir ad Corlnthom equum, quo ejus uxor 
mansueto utebutur, itineris cansa commodasset, factum est, nt domino 
po9tea remissua equus ita ferox evaderet, ut fremitu, et totius corporis 
agitatione, semper deinceps dominamexpnlerit; tanquamindignaretur 
mnlierem recipere, ex quo sedisset in eo Jesa Caristi. Yicariua. 
Qaamgbem UU equina Pontine! donaveranV' 



